Big rubber comes to Payson, will employ 50-60
 
By Andy McKinney

Gazette Correspondent
 
  Ram Enterprises, Inc., is building a facility in Payson that will employ between 50 and 60 people.  

  Ram is a manufacturer, distributor and service business handling such items as industrial conveyor belts, another rubber-related item.  The Payson business will concentrate on servicing the mining industry.  

The facility is currently under construction at the Intersection of Earhart Parkway and Bravo Taxiway in the industrial park just past the airport.  The target opening date is Feb. 1, 2008. 
  The Gazette spoke with Tim Horn, vice president and director of operations for the material handling side of the business.  His branch of the company is based in Elko, Nev.  

In addition to the Payson operation, two separate units opened recently in Kingman.  The three Arizona units will double the size of the company and make it an instant player in the rubber business in Arizona. 
Technicians from the Payson office will service, refurbish and repair rubber belts and lining for the mining industry.  They will work as far afield as Globe, the Four Corners area, and will also have responsibility for the entire state of New Mexico.

  The 9,000-square-foot operation in Payson will be the hub of the far-flung business.  Technicians will bring items back to Payson for such things as the splicing and vulcanizing of rubber conveyor belts.  

As many as 20 employees will reside in the Payson area.  Additional employees will be in and out of Payson but will live nearer to the customers.  The mines spread across the two states. 
