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Bicycle-automobile accident claims life

of Prescott College dean
The Prescott College community has learned that our friend and colleague Steve Walters was tragically killed this morning in a bicycle-automobile accident.

“The Prescott College community is in shock,” said President Dan Garvey. “This is a tremendous loss for us and we are all grieving. We send our heartfelt sympathy to his family.”

Walters devoted himself to education. Through the course of his career, he has been an elementary school principal, central office administrator, high school math teacher, and elementary teacher. He has worked in both traditional and nontraditional college settings.

At Prescott College, he was dean of the Adult Degree Programs, which includes the Bachelor of Arts degree completion program (Adult Degree Program), Master of Arts Program, and Teacher Education Program. Steve was dedicated to the master’s program since before its inception, having served as a member of the original steering committee that designed the program. Most recently he was a key member of the committee working to develop Prescott College’s Ph.D. program.

Walters received his bachelor’s degree in psychology from Occidental College in 1971, his masters’ degree in exercise science from Arizona State University in 1983, and his Ed.D. in secondary education, supervision and curriculum, also from ASU in 1985.

“Steve Walters embodied the spirit of Prescott College,” said Paul Sneed, core faculty member in the Master’s of Arts Degree Program and member of the Prescott College Board of Trustees. “Steve was an avid biker. He rode about 30 to 50 miles a day. It was one of his passions.”

Sneed went on to say that Walters embodied the three Cs of excellent leadership: courage, commitment, and compassion.

“Steve led by example,” he said. “He worked hard. He encouraged us and made us believe that we could achieve great things.”

Steven Cory, chief operating officer, chief financial officer, and adjunct faculty member, said Steve Walters was a great friend, a wonderful colleague, and a real fine person.

“He was the heart and soul of the Adult Degree Programs,” said faculty member Noel Cox Caniglia. “He was a true servant leader and because of that everyone wanted to do anything for him. He was just so loved in this community.”
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