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Valdez Expert Discusses Spill’s Legacy 

Prescott College, Yavapai College, and Embry Riddle Aeronautical University are co-sponsoring an appearance by Riki Ott, who will discuss the legacy of the Exxon Valdez oil spill and its implications on health and global energy. Ott, an environmental scientist, has observed firsthand the effects of the 1989 disaster for 15 years. The spill killed hundreds of thousands of Alaskan seabirds and mammals and adversely affected the health of thousands of cleanup workers. She reveals the new science about petrochemicals in her latest book, Sound Truth and Corporate Myth$: The Legacy of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. 

Ott will tell her story at the new Crossroads Center on the Prescott College campus at 220 Grove Ave., on Friday, April 8, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The event is free to students, faculty, and staff of the sponsoring schools. Admission for the public is $5 and advance tickets are not necessary.

According to Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President of Waterkeeper Alliance, Ott’s book “forces us to dramatically reassess the risks from petroleum and the enormous costs that industry is imposing on our health and planet.” Sound Truth and Corporate Myth$ will be available for purchase at the event. A portion of the book proceeds will be donated to Prescott College in appreciation for hosting the event.

Ott, who earned her doctorate in marine toxicology, provides practical recommendations at this critical juncture in civilization. She wants to inspire society to reduce its consumption of fossil fuels and attain a cleaner, healthier future. Ott, once a commercial “fisherma’am,” has lived in Cordova, Alaska, for 20 years. She co-founded three nonprofit organizations that focus on lingering social, economic, and environmental harm from the Exxon Valdez oil spill.
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