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Prescott writer launches award-winning book 

On Tuesday, Sept. 21, Prescott resident and member of the Prescott College faculty, K.L. Cook, will kick off a two-month tour for his award-winning book, Last Call. The collection of interconnected stories, which span three generations in the life of one West Texas family, won the 2003 Prairie Schooner Book Prize in Fiction and will be published this October by the University of Nebraska Press. Cook’s book tour will take him to book festivals, conferences, writing centers, colleges and universities in 12 states.

“Prescott has been my home since 1992, and I wanted to share Last Call first with this community, which has been so supportive and such a great source of inspiration over the years,” Cook said.

The book launch celebration—which will include a reading and book signing—will be held at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 21, at Sam Hill Warehouse located on 232 N. Granite St.  Although Last Call is not scheduled for release until October, the Prescott College bookstore will be selling advance copies at this event.

Cook teaches creative writing and literature at Prescott College and is the associate dean of the Resident Degree Program. He is currently on sabbatical for the 2004-05 academic year, during which he will be promoting this book, as well as finishing other projects. 

The publication of Last Call marks the culmination of a great writing year for Cook.  Most of the stories in the book have been previously published in prestigious literary journals and magazines, such as The Threepenny Review, Shenandoah, American Short Fiction, and Witness. Several of the stories have garnered additional awards, including an Arizona Commission on the Arts fellowship, a Pushcart Prize nomination, and, most recently, the grand prize in the Santa Fe Writers Project Literary Arts Series.  

“The Prairie Schooner award was particularly gratifying because Prairie Schooner, a literary journal sponsored by the University of Nebraska, has an outstanding reputation,” Cook said.  “It has published, in the 40 years of its existence, the most acclaimed American writers of the last half-century, often early in their careers. To have my book chosen for the inaugural year of their book prizes was a tremendous honor.”  

Last Call has already received advance praise from a number of acclaimed writers, including Robert Boswell, National Book Award-finalist Jean Thompson, and Arizona’s Ron Carlson. The first pre-publication review, from the highly influential Kirkus, called the book, in a starred review, “a remarkably accomplished first collection” about “a family’s tragic trajectory viewed through the kaleidoscope of time in stories that make an immensely satisfying whole.”  

The book begins in 1958 in West Texas when a series of unusual incidents—a daughter’s elopement, a sobering holiday trip, a vicious attack by the family dog, a lightning strike—provokes a mother of five to abandon her children. The rest of the stories follow the fortunes of the children and grandchildren of this woman, stories that take them to Houston, Dallas, Nashville, Amarillo, Las Vegas, and Costa Rica.  

The reading and book launch celebration is open to the public.  For more information, call 350-2214, or visit www.klcook.net. 

MEDIA NOTE: 

More information about K. L. Cook and Last Call are available at www.klcook.net.  A Press Kit—which includes downloadable pictures of Cook and the Last Call jacket cover, as well as biographical information about Cook and the full jacket copy—is available for the media at: http://www.klcook.net/author/press_kit/index.html.
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